The khorus Christmas Concert at St. Paul’s

| would like to express my deep personal gratitude to the Community of St. Paul’s for your
support and presence at khorus’ first-ever concert “Christmas Time is Here”, which was held at St.
Paul’'s. There were well over 100 people in attendance, and | want to lift up that over 30 were from
the St. Paul’'s community, and another dozen or so from our sibling United Churches in the Greater
Moncton area!

| am profoundly grateful to you all for your support of khorus being housed in our building, and for
your supportive presence at the concert on Sunday 14 December. It is a wonderful way for St. Paul’s
to live into its commitments as an Affirming Community of Faith and continue to grow into our Public,
Intentional and Explicit (PIE) support of the Rainbow Communities in our area! So, thank you so
much for this support!

As many of you know, and several mentioned at the concert, | have a very personal connection
to khorus, as, this group was born at an event at Pride 2024 when Jim Kinnie, Dan Babineau, Gilles
Melanson (who offered to be pianist-collaborator) and | had an initial conversation to explore how
best to bring this idea forward and make it happen.

We met at Jim’s house for an inaugural “Board of Directors” meeting, and then met monthly in
my St. Paul’s office for organizing and planning on how to build this group. Each board member
brought their own organizational strengths to the effort. A few months into the initial planning, Eric
Johnson joined the Board of Directors as Co-Choral Director with me. Both Eric and | have varied
and extensive experience in choral directing. So, with Gilles’ extensive experience in choral work,
classical training and as accompanist-collaborator, we brought a very divers pallet of choral music
backgrounds to the table.

In the interim, | approached the Governance Board of St. Paul’s seeking their approval for
khorus to use the church for rehearsals and concerts for free. Their support was given unanimously.
And to further show support, the Quilters Ministry at St. Paul's designed and created a beautiful
rainbow quilt for our worship space to send a clear message of welcome to the members of khorus,
and all in the Rainbow community, when ever they were in our building.

After 8 months of planning, we had our first “Meet and Greet” in Mid-February with 30 people in
attendance. For some it was a stretch to identify as gay and be in a Christian Church, so | want to
acknowledge the willingness of so many to give khorus, and St. Paul’s, a chance to be welcoming.
And members and friends of St. Paul’s made welcome posters and brought treats to that event and
subsequent rehearsals to make sure that the message of welcome was clearly heard and felt. My
deep thanks to the many of you who helped roll out the red carpet of a St. Paul’s welcome!

From there, the group began the work of building the community of the choir, finding its sound,
and helping members find their voices in the collective. With a musical direction team with such a
diverse pallet of backgrounds, it can be a challenge to move in one particular direction in terms of
repertoire and approach. So, | chose to step aside as Co-choral director to allow the group to cohere
around one approach and build forward from there. It was a difficult decision, but | felt it was the right
decision to let go, and encourage the group from the sidelines.

| am grateful that | was able to be part of the founding and initial building of khorus, and am
very grateful to the people of St. Paul’s United Church and our sibling United Church congregations
who have been so very supportive of this project under our roof. By making room for the Rainbow
Community in our space, we are making a difference, and sending an important message that we
accept ALL people as they are, and celebrate the awesome diversity that is the human family!
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